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%e hed hoped to have ¥Yoetor ready for you by Chrictmes, but
one or two holda up have occurred 8o wo c¢an only eay now that we
hope you all had e wonderful Christmes and wish you the very beat
for o haeppy ond prosparous Hew Year.

Once agein we have Mlke Hoorcock to thenk for helping with
the material and aerranging for the artwork with Jim Cawthorn.
Two regular ¢oc nat appesr in thie issus - Bow Bells and Geperal
Chunteringa - but we hope t» have them t'eck for the next lseua.

The main subject that members will no doubt be interestad tn
ia the forthcoming Convention. This will be held in London over
the Eaater weekcnd &nd & tentative booking for a hotel hae been
made. The mansger i Convention minded and hae no cbjection to
a little more noise than usual and, if poecible, will book &ll
Convention membara into one dlock, but we can book es many rooms
ap wanted.No doubt the price will sound high to eome membera, but
for London it 1s reaeponable. Bed and breakfast 1is thirty-five
shillings, but we are hoping to persuade the menager to let us
have a recuced rata where therc are several beds in a room. This
1a to help out the eighteen yecar olds und under, who would not
otherwise be able to came. Anyone who wishes to attend the Con-
vention ehould meke thoiy own bookinge with the manager and
should head thelir letters "Rationel Science-Fietion Convention,
Enater, 1960." A8 soon as all arrangesments are finalised a newa-
letter will be 1asucd to all membere wnd fanzine sditors. This,
wa hope, will be early in Jamuary.

| Convention entrance feece will hoe 15/- for non-members of
the B.S.F.A. and 10/~ for membera. MWembers and non-membere who
are eighteen and unde; will be charged halfl theeo fees. No doudt
theas prices will s ceriticliscd in come guartera, but it ie
suggented that 1f members pauso end consider for themaelves they
will realise that tho B.S.F.A. 1 doing 1ts utmost to put on a
really good Convention for them. Start saving now and it will de
eaaier on your pocket at Eastar. Our methed i3 to put all our
Bixpences and threepenny pieces in a mtlk botiie and you wiil be
purpriacd haow Quiokly they mount up.
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Now remember thet the B.S.F.A. is for you anmd that if you
writec and tell us what you want we will do our best to supply your
needa. Criticlem iB wclcome &8 long A8 1t 1e constructive criti-
cism. The B.S.F.A. i3 etill a young organisation and hes its
teething troubles and you can help ue to overcomc these by writing
to us end telling ue ot your idcoe and suagestiona. The sort of
thing wu do not want i the kind of letter received by the officiale
laat year in which the writers stated that they were perturbed be-
couse one of the officiale had had no experience and offered to
taks over his jJob. This was duapite the fact the officlel in
question had boen unanimously voted in at Kettering where the
B.8,F.A. wae born. 4Ae it happens, the officinl did an excellent
Job of work and is etill ons of our hardest working members. The
B.S.F.A. officlals then running the Asscclation very properly re-
fueed thie somewhat left-handed offer of help and evints proved
they were right ani thc writers wrong. One of the writers, &6till
noct & member of the B,S.F.A., l& 8till criticieing the Associstion
but in a privnte publishing association to which very few B.S.F.A.
members belong. As Blready pointed out, we will welcome criticism,
but falr criticism, ond first consideration will be given to mem-
bers wha, after all, do pay to belong to thc Aesoclation and are
entitled ta first hearing.

One other thing concerning the Convention. We have heard
that some people are concerned becaube inexperienced people are
running it. It should be pointed out here that we do have an
Advisory Committee, conaisting of Roberte Gray, who was Secretery
of the 1957 Warld Scilence Fiction Convention, Ken Bulmer and
Frank Arnold, bath of whom have had a deal of expcrience in run-
alng Conventlons. The Secrotary of the 1957 Conventlon has given
ithe B.3.F.A. Seeretary advice baeed on her own experirnce and at
the moment 1s trying to get someone as Guest of Honour whom you
have all heord of aend somc of you probebly know him. When the
Newalotter is aent out we hope to be able to tcll you the nome of
the Guest of Honour and alsc the winner of the Trans-Atlentic
Pan Fund.

Lastly, all contributions and letters should be acnt to
Roberta Gray, 14 Bennington Street, Cheltenham, Gloa. And please
write - thia is your magazine and we want you to have a eny in 1it.

P oy

DON'T FORGET - LETTERS AND GONTRIBUTIONS TO ROBERTA GRAY.



NER MEMBERS 5

¥, 139 D.J, Splller: 4 Clarsnce Roed, Wallington, Swrrey

0. 140 D.E, Ford: Bex 19-T, RR # 2, Loveland, Ohlo, U.5.A.

A, 142 C. Dale: 20 Raleigh Rd, Walliadown, Po¢le¢, Déreet

K. 142 Dr E.B, Spratt: c/c Mathematios Branch, Royal Military
College of Sclence, Shrivenham, near Swinden, ¥iltm

¥, 143 H.F. Athertcn; 40 Water Tawer View, Boole Lana, Cheater

4. 144 W. Smith: 32 Southdown Road, Wimbledon, Lendon SW,20

M. 145 F.G. Alford: 12 Glenroem Strest, Pulham, London S%.4

¥. 148 J.R. Hautz: Mona Vanna, Galtrim Park, Pray, Co. Wicklow, Eire

¥. 147 D, Benderson, 98 Hemwnall Street, Epping, Ecsex

0. 148 B.R. Trottsr: 2 RD, Pelmerston, Otmgo, New Zaaland

¥. 149 R.W. Coopsr: Flat 3, 11,13 St Leona~d’a Road, Ealing, LondW.13

CRANGE OF ADDRESS

M. 168 J. NcGovern: now c/o Jonea, %1 Oxgangs pvenus, Edinburgh 13
M. 130 J. Fairley: now 131b Durham Rd, Spennymear; Co. Darhem
H. 42 Miese A.B. Everafield: now "Cameror”, Gordon R, Leckhampton,
Cheltenham, Glcs, (2udrey is requested ta cooparats
in futurs by Arranging not to change her ajdress until
Vector has caught up with her previous one).
¥. 14 P.A., Wemt: now 184 Constituticn Hill, Korwich, Norfolk
M. 44 {J.R. Humphriea) and A, 11 (B. Jordan] are nom indulging them-
sslves respectively in ecldisring and higher educatlon, but
their home addreeses are of course still valid and less Liable
to mlteration than their trus gZecgraphical addressesa.

TREASURER'S REPORT

I was under the fond impression that my Report in this {esue
would be malnly deveted to the final (auditsed) eccowntas for thae
poriod to Juna 1954, That it ie nat so can ba attriduted
entirply to the ract that the audit ia taking a trifls longer than
wee oTiginally anticipated. In fact, at cne point not sc long ago,
one of my colleaguse on your Committes was heard to euzgeat that it
looked ma if the ruditer had mbeconded with the accoumta. Bappily
this proved not to be so, arxi sveary now and then s faw more Itema of
the treasury raecorde drift elowly back into my handa. The approved
final account, however, has yet to make ite appsayance - ao what ig
a pocr Hon., Treasursr to do?

It muat be borme in mind, of course, that the auditor, wha ie
not a member of the B.5.F.A., la giving his services free amd in his
ewn time - which latter phrass however has turned out to be ea ambiga
wous ae it looka. In the mesn time, we remain solvent, and you may
lock formard to r report on the half-year to December 1359 (on the
same tines aa the quarterly reports already published) in Vector 7.

Finally, if any of our Borman membera know wha might have aent
an International Money Order for five ahillings from "Frankfurt Main
Pacha", would they please identify themeelves foar me - otherwise I
can't do anything with 1t. I den't even know 1f it's B.S.F.A. wmoney
o et W fyhe -

{A.B, Hercer)
Hon Traasurer, B.S.P.A.
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/ A MUST FANS, MUST —— \

That'e the Sclence Fiction Book Club. HNo really devout fan can
afford ta be uithout thesa bi-monthly books which comprise ths begt S,F,
of the tims, Booke published & fow montha sarlier at large sums are for
you at & mere 5/6d cach. All are atiractively and atrongly bound in good
uniforts format, printed oo fins quality oaper and are remarkable valus.

On top of which, we do EXTRAS from time to time, and there is a
whola long backlog of exciting peet issues to chooee from, in addition to
the aix books you got in the year, anyvay. Most fans are well aware of
this. look, for instance, at our new list, 1960 vereion =

*The Clock of Time* by Jack Finney 12/6
' Nan=3top! by Brisn Lldie 15/-
‘Ths Day it Rained Forever' hy Ray Bradbury 16/~
'4 Cape of Congciance! by Jamos Plish 15/~
1Bast S-F 3* by Crispin {ed) 15/~
'The Daep Ranga! By irthmr Clarks 13/6
Prioce, to 8.F. Brok Club mambere, complete end unabridged, 5/6 each
and
EITRA iten
'Tha Heon Hala! by Jaan-iouis Curtis, 15/
to mambers — — 7/6

8se vhat wo mean vhen wo oay you gut the bagt 7 The bnoks are
chosan by Arthur C, Clerka; Or, J.G. Porter, the famous mstronomer; and
John Cernsl), aditor of HEW WORLDS and SCIENCE-FANTASY,

One more thing., If you can enrcll a nav member, wo have wonder—
fol gift offers ! Write for dataila.

Weil, are you going to write for detailes 7 Do it NOW 1

Tha Solence Pictinn Boak Ciub; Dept 0 95; 20, Irving Streat, london W.C. 2,
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This article 13 being published simulteneously in
VECTOR 6 (Organ of the Iritish Sclence Riction Aascocilation)
and DURROUGHRSIALA 19 (the Tantasy fanzine).

Reason is because ue feel that with the more limited
circulation of DURROUCHSTANA, it wil) be unlikely that many
readers of VECTOR will have alrecady seen it and vicc veraa.

Jrite to iilss Sandrc jlall, The gecretary, 41, ort
End Houge, P1%z James Aveoue, Londonm, U/, 14. for details of
the D.8.F.A. and ta Dick Ellingsworth, 69, Queensway, ‘lest
Wickbham, Kent for detnilsa of BURIOUGHS LilA.

MASTERS OF FANTASY (Third serics) No. 1.

nchanter

You can't 'take-it-or-leave-it-alone'. You have
do like 3t or hatc it. Perhapa that's a complimeut to
the work of an author. Anyway, if you don't like the
%ork of L. &prague de Camp, wvell thea, you can't
ctand it, On the other hand, 4f you like it, you'll
read him voraclously,

1 guesa T'm one of those voracious people, ever
since I rcad THE GUEEN OF ZAMBA, acrinlised in ASF
during the late. summer of 1949,

Por all my adeiration of thie gifted writer, I
think that probably his best vork was written in
collaboratior with Pletehcr Pratt; particularly the
hilarious Harold Chea stericoe published in 'iInkpown'
aaring the carly 19403,

receatly, de Cawp'c weakncgs for name-making hns
rather apoiled his laccst {and possibly last) Krishna
atory. This 15 THE TO/ER OF ZAWID whieh, in placea,
becomes 1little more than a canfusing Krishnan travelogue,
The plot ic ecrtainly stcaker than most, cven taough the
main character involved is one of my favourite rogues
Anthony Rallon. For all of that, it's still ctrects
ahcad of a lot of stuff of thic type.
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L, Spraguc de Camp was born in How York City on
the 27th November 1907. He took an i.S. in LCconomics
and Eogincering at collogo and loter turned his hand
to a number of different jobs. After working in a
shipyard, a sewmill apd having & go at surveying, he
travelled through tho U.5.A., Buropc and the Orient,
rcturning to beecome editor of geverol journals in tho
U.8. Eventuelly he becomc editor flor the american
bociety of Engincers and around 1937 dezided to try
writing fiction, becoming o frec-lanco in 1938,

‘/Thon Amcrica Joinod the sceond worid war, ho
cntcred the U.S,Haval Leserve as & Lt, Commmnder npesignocd
to onginecring and continuwd in 4his capacity for come
timec after victory,

He ic married and 13 st1ll an ective attendeo at SPF
Conventions in the U.3,A. He has remnined e froe-lance
¥ritor ever aincc hc began.

Dc Comp iac, nbove all clfo, n professiomal, Liko
Alfred Degter, Tony Doucher and our own Sam Youd, he does
not aimply concentrate on the ¢F fielad, sometinea, when
a fantaey authar, ofton excellent within hia chosen genre,
loaves tho SF ficld and tries his hand at, say, a western
novel or a detective novel, he falle down hopelegsly. It
ia thceo oprofesaionalcz vho gorerally turn out the most
competent SP ctorics. posgibly beecaupse they can dpaw on
expericnce gainod firom writing in othcr mediume, The
succegs of THE ST.RS MY TESTIN.TION end NEATH OF GRASS
tends, I feol, to prove this point. Although, of courge,
to compare properly Dester's clagsic with *Chrictopher’s’
begt-geller iz well-nigh impocsible,

Ag did Boucher and sovoral others, de Camp mdo his
fontasy debut in the now padly defunet UYNKNOYN, Campbcell
should bo complimcnted on 'diacovering' such a hogt of
talent during UNKNO'WN's wonderful ecarcer.

during those years, de Casm turncd out inuumbcerable
shorts ond many lcad novelettcs of tho quclity of MOTHING
ln $HC RULES, L\ND OF URGEASON, ''HEELS OF IF and (with
pPratt) THE CASTLE OF IRON. You don't Tind stuff liltc this
any more, thich 16 a great shane., Campbell acems at prosent
to be taking his SP just a little too gericunly.

Frobably the moat popular series de Camp has penncd
cutaide of hisz Pratt collaborations, are the Vingens Interplon-
etariac storiea, which, of course, incorporatc tho Krichna
novels and ghorts, I remember that a vhilc ago somoone
asked de Catp whether he actually thought Drazil) would heoome
a principal pover in a world of the future, He repliecd that
he didn*t give a damm omo way or the other - he aimply decided
to have a change from the normtl get-up Which generally mokes
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imorica the leading power and Bnglish the official.
lanjrungetthetever hls rencons, d¢ Camp oertalniy
proegented a far better balanced picture of things

as they right be in a couplc of hundrcd ycars, Ioat
uriters, admittedly for the eake of “hat they are

trying to put over, eroante their future civiliszatliona 1u
extremeg of black and white, Vingens, without osing

any of ite senee of wonder, con be aeccepted as commonplnce
in the same vay in which o description of Englond's
Empirc-to-be, at n-lnter date dominating holf the known
world, could be accopted by a loman agldier Joing his
gtint on Hodrion's Woll,

Anothor interooting point
ia that d¢ Camp hao had a great
deal more of hia ctories published
in hard ¢overa thnan.-mosi writers
of SF and fantapy. ‘'/hich obviously‘
proves hig popularity with the S
publie. Publishers might put out
onc or tio novels by-an author
before they find he docs nmot *gell’',
but 1t ig vnlikely that any hard-
hecded businese man would back a
novelist beyond this limit, De
Comp iz the aunthor of gome twenty
workp of fiction and non-fiction
in hard-covers (4in casea collabor=
ations with pratt, iMller, loward
and Nyborg) and quite o fow soft-
covercd books 'mné colleotions.
Thece include Viagons and Harold Shea storics, THE
UNTESIRED PIINCESS,” DIVIDE .MD RULE, LLST DARKNESS
PFALL, THE WHEELS OF I¥, THE CiRWELL.\N CUBE, GERUS
HOMO, THN ROTUWE OF COWAN e¢te. ond in tho non-fiction
i‘icld LOST CONTINENTS, THE EVOLUTION OF MAV..L 'L.PONS
and INVE:TIONS AXD THBIR'TI..I‘] OL;aT (with LMf K. Zorle),
Pow writcrs in the fantngy ficld can elnim guoh an
imnrepsive 1ist of bookp to tholr nnmeg, outsidc of old
‘mastera' like Haggard, Edgar Rice Burroughs end Abrah-
am Meritt,

De Camp, I hcve gaid before, 1s a profesnional,
Deing such, he depends entirely on hia wrifing for his
incomc, &0 who c¢an blame him when he atates, ns he did
in o recent letter to mc, thet he dosan't plan to write
any more Kristna storico ‘except in the fantaatically
unlikely even that somcbhbody will pay me ten ¢couts n
word or better ta Ao it' 2 SP ien't a well-paying
field and I know of fcw writerg who can e¢xist entirel
on an income deriving colely from 1t; unless they are
i® the lucky position of being cd.‘.torn ag well, Payment
is better than the States than in thla country, but



-10-

nevertheless, you are lucky if you make three centa
a vord (anbout the higheot) and the general rate is
two conta or onc cent - no better then roteo exist-
ing in 939!

Thus, de Camp haon'tt written any fantagy or 8F
for nearly three ycarno. .nd it ien't likely that he
will do g0 far some time. He ia ot present ocnoonte
rating, 'for c¢ragely commercial reapons’, on historical
novels - and when not doing this, hie timc le taken
up by picture-books for cliildren,

Do Camp's Birat historical novel, AU CLEPH:IT POR

ARISTOTLE, vas publighed by Doumbleday in ,pril 1958 and
for thozo who arc intorested, it is still in priut.
Ita succescor, THR BRONZE GOD OF RHODES will bo publig-
tied by the same firm about Jamuary 1960. The third one,
de Camp 1o currently warking ¢on. It will be callecd THE
DRAGON OF THE ISHTAR GATE.

some ment iop ahould be mce of de Camp's
copncotion with the Conan gaga, iround about 1952, de
Camp found himself with a number of Howard's urfinished
manuscripta, Oee or two were Conan storica, the rcst
warc not, Onome Prean had by this timc published aome
of the Conan atories in book form and it wae abvious
that Howard fans wanted more, Thug, posthumously, de
Camp teamcd up with Howard tc polish up the Coan talec
and pewrite the suitobloc non=Conan manuaecripte into
etorlce featuring the Cimmeriap, Theoe included THE
DLACK STRANGER, THME 20..D OF R;GILES, HAKS OVER SHEM
ané THR FROET GIAIT'S D4UGHTER, Originally pudblished
in mngazine form, they wore later incorporatod into
book f£orm and publishod by Gnome, 4 young Swedish
airman, a greant admirer of Conan, wos meanwhille trying
hia hand at writing a Conan story, he sent it to de
Ccamp and thig vins later published, after soeing
tngazine publication in FANTASTIC UNIVERSE, a8 THE
RETUSN OF COH.N, Gnome, 1957, Since thon, I believo,
THE LEGACY OF CONAN has been written and will be
publighcd ecvontually by Gnome,

It is an unhappy thought, but it ig unlikely
that we shall be sceing much more of de Camp'a remrkable
and wholly original MFantaay ond P storica, his time
thosc days is devotod to kooping hiz vifo awd kida in
bread and buttor, apd this can bo donc moero puccoafulldy
in other fields,

Howcvor, there io a wealth of maturicl by Ge Camp
ana 1 haven't managed to rcad it all, yct. that'e more
thése ctorice c¢an he read over and ovor agailn, they
novor ceast to entertcin, De Camp 1a truly fit to be
called o Maopter of Fantagsy.

--Chockliast Over--
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HAROLL SHEA
THL RCARING “RUMPZT Unknomn May 1940
THE MATIEHATICS OF MagIC Tnlmown Auget 4940 -

{Dook: THE INCOMFLETE ENCHAMNTLR, Henry Holt 1844,
republished by Prime Preaa im 1950).

TIE CASTLRE OF INON unknawn april 1941
{Dook: THE CASTLE OF ILON, Prido Presa, 1950).

™E WALL OF SZRPERTS Fentasy Fiction June 53

THE GRIEN MiGICL.K neyon ct, 1954
(48 yct unpebliaohed in bouok forfi, they may be
brought cut tegether and are et preeent in the
hands of dec Cars'g agent).

VLIGENS INTEKPLAATTARIAS
Navels

THE GUEEN CF ZAMDA ASF  Augegept 1549
(Dook: Pbe COSMIC MANHUNT, X nagke 1954,
German editfon: MENSCHENJAGD IM KOSMO3 by Pabel),

TIE HAND OF ZEI ASE  Qct, 1950=
(Not republiphed) Jan. 1954,

ROGUE QUEEN (non-Krishne)
{Book only: Hard cover; Doublcday, 19%1.
Pb. bell, 1952, Finpacle DBoaks, London
(Pt, also) 1953, Douncd in Eire 1958!)

TiE TOVEDR OF ZiNID SF storicas May=-,ug 1958.
(Book: Thomaa Douvgey (. "A1oD Dooke) 1958).

Short gtortes

THE INSELCTOR'S TLDTH S3F ADR.SC

SUMMER TEAT: sti¥t11ng tay. 50

PINISHED - ﬁ_"s Nav.L9
muture

THE ULTRASCNIC GOD Jul. 5
QY THE AVIMAL-CACYER PLOT Jul,L9
X GIT-\LONG! ) Aug, 50
WILE-CPEN PLKLT Future Aug. 50

THE CONMINCM RM.EDRS  Thrilling womder APF.SA,
/e PTO
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{Thesc storias worc publisked in the order
ligted in the book: THE CONTIWENT HARERS,
Tenyne Publications, New York, 1953,
Ultragonic Ged and Widc-Open Dlanet werc
Totiticd Tbc atton Thistle ang Porpetunl
Motion reepectively),

Two other Viagene short storiep were
published in 1953 in H., J. Caunpbell's
collgction; SPUAGUE DE C.P'S NEW
ANTHOLOGY, publishsd in both hard nnd
pof covorg by Hamilton'e of London.
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—THE

SECRETARY

REPORTS —

This file strictly speaking is a continuation of Doo Weir's
Pile 134. It should be lebeled !Tha Secretary Reparts — ! or some
sudh thing, So hers wa go with the report though that word ‘report’
may prove to be elightly out of place here,

I have been growing evar more and wore despondent at the
present epate of 'Science Fiction! horror films uihich continue to
d{pvade our logal cimema, The dapressing part ie that such films
are advertisod as S.F. A ovnsidersble section af the guneral
public will therefére judge S.F, from tho horror filme now op
reloasa. It is thereforo small wendor that peepla think fans are
paculiar,

I teko for an example "The Day tha World Ended" becaume I've just
sean it today. Actuslly the story ie the sams up the “World, the
Flosh and tha Dovil* sxoept that thero is an etomia war apd a few
outetions crop up just to horrify the sudience, But mtations of
what 7 Tho muiation which iried to make off with tho heroine
didn*4 rosomble and animal on carth today. Thore ia a natural
limit to tho mutation factor but not, apparantly, in thie film,
It was probably mado on s low budgit and badly actad ss well.
¥hat are tko genersl publio and tho potontial fana going $0 make
of thie so-valled S.F. ?

Of courase it lan't » sciepoe fiotion fils - 1t's o piain horror
£iln and any resomblencs to S.F, im & so-incidonoco. Now $ry to
axplain that t¢ tho gomeral pudlies,

“"The Day tho Viorld Ended” and "It Canquorod ths Barth"
(vhieh 1t didn't but nover mind) both loft me in borrificd
convulsions. Of oourso both filme had monators btut why 2 It 1e
not atrictly nocomsary, HNot overy S.F, story or pavol haa &
mongter Jurkéng in the noarest cave, It may indicate s torisin
lack af immaginatian on my part but the studio monstore ere all
boginning to lock the camo, Tha most horrifying film af all ie
one whore tho slicne or moneters or invadera Tomein unsesn, An
alion thet romains hiddon has fer more torror than anything tho
film studioa can dzvam up,

How there may be a remody for this doplorabla mtato of
affaira. For inetanco fens can alwaye write to the studice and
oowplain, 4iny studio which is doluged with mail from irato
fana should pause o conmidor i1te polioy. This, howover, ie atep
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Onc. Socondly, forwerd nominations of S,F, books which, in your own
opinion, mizht bo worth filming, If you arc writing to & studio
thon give the nameo: of authore, publishure and all poasiblo deteila.
Try not to suggost impossibilitics likao "Childhood'a End” at lcast
not yot., About tho bost I can think of off-hand is *The Dragon in
tho Saa' which wae eécrielisod in aSF as 'Undor Prossure! by Prank
Hcerbort, Giost of tho action takes placo in e submarino, The cast
would be small. It could bu made in black-and-whito eand s1ill bo
the B.F, film of tho yoer.
You've probabdly got some oxcollont idoaa of your own so got cracking
and writo t¢ the studios NOw.

As g last stop in this 5.F. film campaign, I suggoet that tho
B.S.F.A, avards a diploma to tho bost S.F, film of tho yoar., Tkie,
naturally, is depondont on any ono &tudio producing a film abovo tho
prodcrt avoraga. Any nominations for tho best film of thia presont
yoar should roach tho scarcteary sowotime bofore tho 1960 convontion,

Convontion Reve,

Rumour hes it - eand haa it correctly -~ that London will do
'‘daing’ noxt yoer'e ¢on at rasior.

Now thies is your convontion. Tho B.3.F.d. ts running it fer
20u, London mombors of tho B.5,F.A. will ba responsidle for all
arrangouonts oXcopt for the prograrmo.

Vhat sort of a programmo Ao you want 2 Do you want a
osgupla of looturce of tho Doo Loir vintago, would you like & fanoy
drose danca ? Do you want films and if 20 of what sort ? Contosta
and compotitions ? If so, writo snd toll wo your idoes on this
and writo soon, %o anticipatc a big attoodence, Wo hopo o 806
you thero and wo want to givo tho best convontion ovar,

and lently,

This 4issuc of Voctor comue ocut at this time in e framtic
effort to got dack on schodulo. It ie pudlishod from North End
Bousc, Oredit for thie issuo goos neinly to Mike Mooroock anmd
John Phillifont, If this iasuo locks faintly obsoccno, it is duo
to the words we havo uscd oc our now duplisator,

I hopo somo fans eaw my lettor which rocemtly appoercd in
the Daily Bxprcse on S.F. I didn't soo tho lottor mysclf but 1
gathor it was publishod bocanso I'vo hed 3 paas of lottors about
4t. I thought at ono timc thst balf tho roadora of tho Daily
Exproas woro writing to mo.

And vory last of all, thy secrctary prosonts hor complimonta
to tho rost of tho 3,5,F.,i. mombors and wishos thom a happy and
fannish Xmes and the diggosi hangovor ovor on New Yoars Day.



TERRY JEEVES

— M AGAZINE
REVIEWS —-

ASTOUNDING SCIENCE FICTION ... O¢t. 59

THE 1AW BREAKERS (dovil) Concerns a couple of aliond (vhat olse)?} sent
to sabotage Earth and soften it up, ready for en inwesion fleet. 4s in
tha last 23 storiss of this typs, thay find their job is toughar than it
looks, and wind up working for the opposition. Another wall=written ..C

DODEDN'S JOP (Vance) Wherein a man werka his wey to the bottea of soc-
iaty, raises s compleint, and follous it through channele, right to tha
top echalon, and finda out he is in o position to be top boss by working
at the bottom. Iaprobadle yet plausible; very pearly a grade b .. C+

UNSPECTALIST {(Yaco) A epace crew are given an unpleasant cargo, then
saddled with o  ‘Bean Brain' (vhatever thot is) vhich ashows tham how te
dastroy an eneny bace thoy heppen to uncover. Hackwork .. D

THAT SWEET LITTLE OLD LACT (Phillips) Conclusion of serial. Tha R.B.I.
ara hunting out telopaths, in order to forrat cut sples in sacret joba,
Unfortunatoly, talopatha are all living in mut-housas, end tha bast one,
(o waman) in aonvincod sha is Quesn Elizabeth, and iusiets on #he F.B.I.
dresaing es har acurtiera bufore sho will belp out, All logicelly whacky
and tho epy is found. Dofinitely .. B

ASTOUNDING SCIENCE FICTION ... Nov. 59

THE UMMECESSARY MAN (Carrett) An ex-officer intriguing behind tha stonos
in ordsr to forward the plans of a Constitutiedal Monarch who ie lacking
in actual power. The Monarch 1s a ‘goodie’, and therefore botter abla
to rule his people then tho eleated yeprosentetives .... almost a pockot
edition of 'Double Star’, but lacikdng tho canvas. Still, o ceapetent C

1 WAS 4 TEBNAGE SECRET WEAPON {Sadia) An accident-gttractor {like an
secident-prone who pisses the macidents) ceuess 50 much troubla te those
who dislike him that ho 1s callnd up into the army and aenceuvred hahing
tha encmy 1ibes, whore ha caupes so ameh chaos that pcace comas almost
immediately. Good fanzino eteff, .. C=



P4NIC BUTTON {Mumeoll) explains how it is poasible to presarve a planet
by waing only one mon, an 2x-convict, Eurth uvees such men, &n a Universe
ehared with anotber, aqually powsrful, civilisation. Tho convict's only
weapon is the ‘panie buitan', vhich is pressad when the 'Othors* appoar,
Hot Mmowing vhat it does, thsy daren't herm the man, or try to take over
the planet .. bet you can guess what it doos, right frem ths word GO ...
{and it has aliens) .. Rnting 4

A PILBERT IS 4 NUT (Baphaol) Concarning the lunatic wbo could make atom
bombs from ciay. Scientists chase their own tails to find out bow {and
fail) end after a few off-handed words a monument takas off lika a space
ship .. vhich 1o whore the 'psi' gimmick ia vory gontly inssrted. Bottor
than wost recent 'psi’ storias, and worthy of & C+

CERTAINTY (81lverberg) is a story which deals with a militery Commander
faced with the problem of ovicting {by order or by force) alians who have
laadsd on his planot. Thoy are capabla of aind-control, end ¢ach mosseng-
or in turn is convorted to their side. PFimally, the C.0. has a bash at
thom, after setting up his ocun safs=gnards. Up to this point the story
13 rattling on et least ia the B grade .,. then we meot ay 01d hate, thai
migsing onding, The C.C. c2so succumds, without cwen a fan-fare, other
then s wot siurp, End of story. I'm not agin e down-boat onding, but tho
story is mot patternmed that way, and it laft pe edding enothor .. €

GALAXY_SCIEHCE FICTION ... Oct. 59

(Which ham ravortaed to its cld title for two iesuse, owing to a printer's
error. Incidontally, tha Dec, issuo bears a 50¢, and the Jet, a 35¢ tag;
hot that ono cost Galaxy much lolly an tho nows-stands 1)

SOMEOHE TO WATCR OVER ME (Grim) This oxcsedingly iovelved story atarta
off with a spacoman who raoturns Yo marry the 'joy-girl' hs sampled in his
youth. Tha dolay wms occasionad by the fact thet, in tho intarim, he has
piclkead up a partoar from anothar dimension, who has meda him rich, Thia
marriage makea out fairly woll uatil a rolation joins his craw and event-
ually soduces (I think) tho wifa, The spacoman packs thom both off, and
roeturns to hie repulsive 'alien' pal. Fueling he can't got any lower, ho
docidaa ho wants to ses the alion's real shape, with surprising rosults.
Definitely a2 B, end writton in any othor vein than the Celexy aatrix, it
might have made 'A!

DEATH IN THE HOUSE (Simak) A formor with plenty of gold ploces finds an
alien. The gold ie uscd vp in building = naw space ship for tha poor odd
charactor, and the farmer is loft friondless, godless, but with a gqueer
littla balt .. D»
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SILERCE (Brumner) Resketh has twen a primenar of aliens for 28+ years, in
moar golitery confinement, Finally hs ia raecued, but is eso conditioned
%o 1if's 1a a safoty cepmule that ho can't b happy 'til he gete back into
ons, and without any hopo of rescus, Anather etory too long for its 'up-
in-the-airl onding, Pity, becausa tho rost went eo well ., C

VAY UP YONDER (Sattorfield) 4 poor{but good) man wiaita the rich oatate
of the girl (not-so-geod) he ia to marry, The faemily ere alightly bonkers
and ths giris useloss. He marries hor glater ,, D

LAT OF THE MORTICLANS (Tubb) Peopla don't dia, sa thay doa't nsed marti-
olana. Just in time,ths l=et merticlan finds ho can maks a living by give
ing visiting alions a domonatration of how, on ancient Earth, poopls wern
uried .. D

TRO® £ELF (Borghesa) This etory hag samathing to do with a twauty parlour
and a customar who bacogses eo lovoly that hor hoy=-frisnd loses intarest,mo
sho ig offarsd a job in tbe shop ,. I think., Find out for yourself ,, E -

G SC! FICTION ... Dec. 59

PROSPECTOR'S SPECIAL {Shockloy) Con¢erning a praspecter who i4 in the pree
dienmont of having struck it rieh, dut lacks the cash in band to pey for a
phono call to start selling tho stuff, or oven to got roscusd frow tha pe—
rils of tha vildernges., (4 wildermess vith robots, tolophanca, toleporta
and all tha comforts of hoge .. if you cen m) By cemmitting & folony ha
gota his phome call, 4ND his doarogt wish .. oodlzs of watar. 38tory ouds,
{Prosmmably ho gots off tha foleny rap) Haru agin, thie goos excesdingly
woll, until the weak puncheline, tut, at loast, it's undsrotandable .. C+

THE OUNTRTECTRD (Smith G.0.) Thadatercsting pel probles of bow to trap a
pei pspecialist turnsd criminel ,4ND convines the law that he {2 a psi-wan
Wall earrded out .. B

CHARITY CASE {Harman) in outatandingly insignificent story about a man
wvhe gets 'hoxed' by time~travellers, fread of disvases, mads immortal, and
yot uohappy, and unable to earn erough monay ta gat himeelf off the book.
Rating .. C

BLACEKSWORD (Offutt) Blackeword is ona of thasq secrat agents (Oecupation,
Dictator) who tie up tha opposition by parfsct timing, ocutragecus schemos
and mplit-second timing, without evor putting o foot wrong. In this case
the operator joins two hoatile planets in paaca (and meta m few milliona,
porsonal-typa, dollara) Entertaining ., C



FLOWER ARRAMGEMENT (Brown) Ona of thooe domastic-typa{hobbyefied)married
vomen, ond bor flowarecompatition antry. Holped by bar young son, thay
produce an extra=dimensionnl eoffort, wia Carrollieh double~talk. It con't
be reproducad, bocouse the child is nov lntorestod in somothing slse .. D

SALES TALE {Blomborg) Whers 'Life-Exparionca’ salommen try to sell their
(vicarious axperionce) outfit to = . He withstande their patter,
and the atory winds up with tho rovelation that thn uhols lot are actore,
making just anothor Life-Bxperianco rocording. Give it ., €

WAR GUMB (Diok) Tosting toys from Ganymedo bofore putting them on Earthim
market,n guspicion of poro-then-posts-the-eyo leads to a very caroful in-
veatigation. However, ths ved herring tachniquoe was nsad, end thoe insid-
ious waapon loaks through .. C

THE SNOWER (Pohl) a wido boy {and his girl) have to make thoir way in a
world starvod for hoat .. starved through excaossivo usa of haat-pusps for
pover. fn unfortunate alisn fallz into thoir clutohas, and 1t ie rewal-
ad that thay sro after much sora thon a little bit of powor .. C

SABBATICAL {Bloch) is whors & professor goes traovelling in tims, Nothing
mich happeng, bul wo eoom to reach tho conclusicn that the best ora to be
in iz our ovn ,. D

Currently frog the U,5.

The latest report is an anncuncement by Jobn W. Campbell, Jr., editor
of Astounding Sclence Fiction, that the megeaine will change its name. Wiih
tha iasue of Pobwuary 1960 it will gradually change until, in about @ yoor,
1t will have becoma 'ANALCG SCIENCE FACT FICTION!

from 'Scisnce-Fictinn Times' Iasus #326

Thero is also news of a forthcoming (CHECELIST OF SCIENCE FICTION
ANTHDIOGIES' Acoording to the ad., this is a listing of very nearly three
thousand atories, published in over one hundred anthologies. It 18 in tha
fortn of four seotiond; one, an alphabaticel disting of eli the anthologios;
two, a listing hy editor bye-linee, with information about each anthology;
threa, an alphabeticel listing of tho otories anthologisad; four, a liating
by author, of all storlea antbologised.

Puhldcation meheduiod for late Spring 1960. Pre-publicatien prices
#£3.00; post-publication price is #5.00. Ken Slator cap probebly get it for
you, at the cut rate, if' you order right awmy.
from 'Sciepce-Fiction Timas' Ipsue #325
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OFF-T, SCIENCE-FICTION-F, Y
THE NIGHT LAND by Willjam Hops Hodgson.

First published, Evalsigh Nash, London, 1912, at 6/=

Bapubl ished {abridged) Holden & Hardingham, Eondon, 1921, at 2/6
Republished by Arkhen Pouse, Wisconsin, 0.S.4., 2946 et §5.00, as 'THE
HOUSE QN THE BORDERLAND' an amnibug voluma, containing ‘THE BOATS OF
THE GLEN-CARRIG* *THE GHOST PIRATES! 'THE HOUSE OK THE BORDERLAND' aend
'THE NIGRT LAND' mll et full length, with introductiocn by H.C. Hoenig.

In eny of tha abowe aditions, thia is a collector’s item of conaid-
erahle rarity. It is one of tha longest science-fantagy nowels in cxist-
ence, being neerly 600 pages long in tha origioal edition, It can be read
as an 1dyllis love-story, an adventure atory, or as scisnoe—-fantasy, and
is outstanding from all three points of visw,

Tho haro, living at tha and of the sixteonth century, falls in love
with bis oousin, the Lady Mirdath, they baving found (as did the bero and
beroins of Kipling's ‘Brushuood Boy') that tray hawe dreams in comapn. Th)
Lady Mirdath dies in chi1dbirth a year iater, leaving him hrolkep-hoartad.

Than consolation comes to him, eince he finds that, in his dreems,
he ‘wpkes' into s life in the incredibly far futurs, on this sarth, after
our eun hag become ¢ dark atar,

The paople of this time regard the period of darkening as the myth-
ical peet, Just an we might think of tha Bible story of 'Creatian’. During
tho period, mankind, saaking 1o dewolope 'pel’ powars, lmt ignorant of the
dangera involved, hsA gona boyond the limita of eufety, and had lat looso
tho powers of Evil in the world, in tangible, bodiiy form.

The romnants of manking are now living in tha 'Llast Refuge', a huge
nountain-Iike, mt.d. tm'tnu, guudad by barriers of 'brein-ascyambling!
radiation, sort 4 and d by fearful di 1ika wonstera, besi-
101 half-Iuman tribes, giant houmds, and, most dreadad of all, invisidle,
intangible evil roroas that can destroy the soul, leaving the body and ine
tolligente unh d, P d by the powera of evil.

The hero, in this dresm world, findse ba is an ultra-eansitive iele-
path, such as are born only onoe in several pamturies, He reooives mental
wassogol Trom outsida the Reftuge, and Pinds thoy come from a seocond Refuge
of whoge axiatonse there 1s nothing more than a vague historjcel tredition
Tho sonder of thasa mopasgea, Maani, borself a similar telepath, 1s, they
both realise, the raincarnation af Mirdath, his love of untold eona paat,

Aftar soms months of mental contact, an agnniscd appeal for belp ia
sont; by Baani, Tha pownr-sourca of tha Lesger Refuge, which has beon get-—



-ing slowly weakor ovar tho agans, hae puddsnly failad nltogether, and the
outer monstere are breaking inta the Refuge, ond glaughtaring the inhabit-
anta,

Driven hearly to madosss, the hero sste out from the Creat Rafuge,
to fight his vay ecross hundreds of miles of unexplered darlmess, 1o f£ind
bip love and bring bar back to safety. Against frightful odde, he aventuw
ally nccomplighes this.

S.F. readers will find the devices usad to protect and maintain the
Refuge Tascinating ehough, g3 almo the hero's weapon .., tuned to his own
personality, and therefore umigeble by anyona olze !| The hook is handi-
capped, howsvar, by tho author's attampt to write in an artificial archaic
styla, which is sowetimaa irriteting, Fowever, for oddly convincing love-
interaet,and wildly exciting advonture, it has faw equals im the SF fisld,
vhile its back-ground of nightmare, and evil-haunted, pitah-dark, frosen
lonclinsss give it mn atmosphare all its own,

LAND UNDER ENGLAMD by Josepb 0'Mesll
Gollancz, London, 1935, 7/6

The bora of this book, Anthony Julian, cleime descent from one of
tha last commanders af tho Roman garrison, on Hadrian's Wall., There ia n
family logend that, frem tims to time, aembers of it have gome 'down thr-
ough tha Wall' into some undorgrowmd country, 4nhabited by dessandants of
the Roman colantsta.

inthony'e father,a wonomnnisa on thia subjoct, mysteriougly disapp-
ears when the boy 1s about nminataen, Sawo yeara latar, inthany, who ia now
a prosparous sutamohile enginaer, finds the one-wny entramcs ta the under-
ground country, by mocoidaent,

Thia consista of an extonsiva cavo-syabom, not quite dark, sinsa a
lot of tha vegotation ig lumincus,end with a copicua fauna of lizerds, and
fish, giant slugs, great spidera,atc., When the Romen colonists wora firat
ontombed in thia fantaatically bostile envirommsnt they wmrs alwast oxter—
minstad, ainca many of them aithar wont mad or coamitted mrlaide,

Then, scme guniua thought of emplaying hypnosis to coanteract thoir
tarror, and, through the ayastomatic uee of this for centurica, by the time
Anthony ancountars thea, they have developed into samathing ¢quite 'other!
than ordipary humanity.

Though nono of them take eny notice of him nor -~pewor hig whon o



spoaks, their first actions ars to provide him with a bath and food. They
alzc remove his wern and tatterod clothss, which thay acrupulously claan
and repair, providing him with othsrs, meanwhila. Thon he 1e taken before
o 'cowmandor', whe observes hir intently, and with whom he is eble to talk
in Latiw,

He says ho hae como in search of his fathar, But gete tha uncompre-
bonding answer 'Why should you wish to find gour father ?' Eveatually,
the comdander telle him 'You are sick in your mind .. you bave only small,
personnl thoughta, insteed of the groat ubiversal thoughte we have, Tou
will be taken baforo the 'Masters of Will and Knowledge', wvho will ro-maies
pour epind',

The '"Master of Knowledga' provus to bc a terrifying compound of da—
tallcd lmowledge, koen intclligonce, end sladgehmmmor willpawor, who tries
to invedo Anthony's mind, read his thoughts, and dapinete hig will, Asking
efter his father, Antheny is told 'We havo Tu-mads hia mind, Thare ia mow
o0 guch person as the man who wvas your fether!

The term 'brain-washing' did not exiat when this book wans written,
tut vhen Anthony refusos to let the 'Maaters of Enowledge' have domination
of bis will end wind, thay, with good int:ptions, put him through what is
neither more not less than brainewashing raissd to the 'N'tk power. Thers
is & horrif'ying description of the eétata of sami-insanity to which ha ia
fina)ly roduced, Pinding he will die rather than yield, those psopla, who
regerd dustroying human 1ife as the supreme crime,tell him 'We cap find no
placo for you, as you ers untomeabls. If we lot you go, what guarantoo is
thars that you will pot return with more of your veople, of vhoam you have
told us, =nd desiroy our community 7

If we let you meet this man you asy you sesk, nnd you find, as you
#ill, that he 13 no lotger your fathar; that ho neither kmows you, nor has
any wish to know you, will you than leave our land, and not return 7' He
conronts to this, ond is, accordingly, taken to Iinterview tho man vio has
tekon the place of 'the men who was your fethar'

The results of this intarview are unexpected by all partice,snd are
rether more horrible than anything that hap gono bafore, In tho end, Anth-
ony,barely surviving an ordoel worso then anything proceding it, 13 allow=
ed to ge. Tt 1s quite inpoesihle to roturt the way he came, bdut while in
ons of the uppormost cevos, ho is found by » hunt torrier that hoa follow-
ed a fox into a 'tottomloss' cave, and g0 makoa his way beck %o daylight,

While this book wns moant ne politierl propagends against the Nazi-
Paacist Stato, 1t reads as 'pscience-fiction' of no mean order, and ¢oples
of it are wll worth lecking out for,

+v1 Arthur R. Weir.
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Science-Fictio Port:

Sciance-Fiction, ae such, first eppeared in Portugel in 1954, little
noro shan four ysars ago, 5o wve have not yet hed time to develope anything
of a 'tradition' about it, Of course, in our youth, ws read the major works
of Verns and Wella, Every Voroe novol has besn translated into Portuguess,
o8 well s Welta' YInvielhle Man' 'The War of the Worids' (tho greatest SF
ever written, in the opinian of many a Portugueee fan) 'The Firet Men iz the
Moon’ ‘The Timo Machine' and othor clagsics,

But we have nover had & acianca-—fiotion 'anthology'. Such nsmes aes
Olaf Stapledom, Robert Sheckley, Balmer & Wylie, Dmmon Knight, A.L. Merritt
Chad Oliver, Thoodore Sturgeon and Sprague de Cemp (the men who tried to
make Portugusse tha univorsal langusge of the future)srv alnost meeningless
to our fans., On our present SF sorios, here is vwhat was writtsn in commant
in 'NOTICI4RIO', tbn officiml organ of the 'CLUEE DE LITERATURA POLICIARIA®

'Portugal, at lget, discoverp SF. The firgt, and hast
seriea was called 'ESCALAS DO FUTURD', It publishod only two
books. 'A CIDADE HO TEMPD' {City) by Clifford Simak, and 'A
UNZAO DOE DNIVERSOS! {Ceux da Wullo Part)by Francis Carsac
Aa this saries folded, thrwa othera wore born. Poorest of
all wvas ‘ROBOT!, importad from Spain, Omdy an author quite
a8 unknown and poorly gifted as 'Alan Ccmet'! could have put
out such horrible stuff, Another saries, CIEHCIA E FICGAO',
wvas sbtiraly dedicated to Roy Sheldon spacg-operns, and wea
vory poor. Bast of tho throo, 'ARTECIPAGAO', tma a traons-
lation of tho Fronch 'Fleuve Hoir . Autieipaticn' Tho main
authore . Jluoy Guiou snd Jean-Gaston Vandel. 411 three ara
now dead.

The biggest and most regular of tha curront serias is
'ARGONLOTA’ Scma eixty good books already printed;many top
authora,such ag Ray Bradbury, Robaert Hainlain,A.E. van Vogt
Prederia Brown, C.M. Kornbluth, &.C. Clarke, Pierra Varpins
Iganc Asimav, Clifford Simek, Curt Siedmek, Alfred Boster,
Edmond Hamilton, Marray Ieinster, E.C. Tubb, Eric F. Rusesell
Charles Eric Maina, Festus Prngnell, Yvea Dermesze, R. Sarez
and P.A. Hourcy. *
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We imow vary little of such classicists es the French Maurice Remard
J.H, Roeny, Jean Ray, Ernest Perochon, Jzques Starnberg, and othars, As an
occaslonal gift from disintsrusted publishers,wa gat a faw SF titlas to on-
large the fan's library; 'ADMIRAVEL MUNDO NOVO! (Brave New World) by Aldoue
Hixley; '1984' by George Orwall; ‘O PORCO TRIUNFANTE' (Anima) Farm) by the
sama pyuthor; 'RECORDACH FANTASTICAS' (Souvonirs Pentagtiquom) by Maurice
Sandoz; '0S MORTDS PODEM VOLTAR' (The Cams of Gharlas Dexter Ward) by R.F.
Lovecraft; 'HOMEM OU VAMPIRO 7' {Dracule)by Bram Stokor, and two datactive-
ghost otories by Igor B, Mnelowsky and Olivier Sdchang 'QUEM MATQU %' (Vous
qui n'avaz)Jamais éte tudo) and 'QUER MORFER COMIGO ?' (Voulez-vous amourir
avec mol 7

Dur Club intendes to publish a SF & Fantacy megazine, and soma works
of {aa wll ns gp) mclence-fiction,

Now, a brief account of origimal Portuguese 9F, In hia well-known
checkliagh, Everett Bleiler includes two Portuguesa works, twe rcmancee of
chivelry; ‘PAIMETRIM LE INGLATERAA' by Franciasco da Morais,and 'aMADIS IR
GAULA' by Jonc de Lobeira.

Cur firet modarn 9.F, noval, as far ms w know, is '.D. 223200' by
4nilcar da Maecarenhas. It 18 a romantia story of tha futurs, Portugal
and the Portugueso are its horoos, snd, we might prowdly say, rightfull
po,  Anotber pro-war novel is '.TRAVES DO ESPAGO! (Threugh the Universs
by Frederico Cruz. It i1s en illustratod report of a wvery improhable trip
'through the Universe'. It was writtan in 1942,

The post=war pericd.

1952 - A pagazine with n vary ehart 1lifs ‘'GATO PRET(' wesa partly
dadieated to fantasy. It publishod some etorios by well-imown authors, but
tot ons by any Portugueso writar,

1955 - Tha only novsl published during this year was 'VIERAM DO IN-
FINITO' (They came Frob Outer Space) by ¢n unknown writar with the psaudo-
pye 'Exric Princs'

1957 « Two short etories In & fereign magazine, Lima da Coste had
two humourous short-short storiss in the Swiss famzine ‘'LILLEURS' (In our
opinion, tha bept fanzine in Europs, cditad by Plerre Versins]) They wers



titled 'VINGT 4LMS AVANT' (20 Years Bofore) and 'Flat Gorgon and tha Death
Raya*® Als0 during tbis sam¢ yoar, a good novel ‘'O MENSAAEIRD DO ESPAGO*
(Momsangor from Outar Space) by Luis do Mesguita, & story in the Bradiury
tmaditien,

1959 = Anothar Limn da Coste short story, published in Switzerland
'Tho Werewolf' Other plocee by thim same author are to bes punlished in
tha Francb SF magazine 'Ficticn*, omw of tha bast in Burops, and the Aught=
rian 'Sirius'. The sapc euthor has writton an excollent article on SF,
published by a well-known culturnl magasins, and anothor, ebout Portugnase
fandom and S.P., publisbed by 'Soisnce-Flotion Timee'

) AROONADTA' published ‘MUKDO IE VAMPIROS' {I an legend)tho first of
Richard Matheson's novels ovor poblished in Portugnl.

In rocent months nnother series ham appeared, this time a ‘faontesy’
sorios, Entitles 'Susponsa', ita purposa is to introduce tho worke on the
Frankonateln monster, written by Bonolt Bogkar, The first twp itoms zre.,
10 FEGRESSO IE Di* (The Return of Prankenstein) and '0S PASSOS

£ FRUNEENSTBIN' {Ths treed of Frankenstain)

4 nov serice has juat emorged from e popular publisher. Its titls,
VESPAGO' (Spaca) and tho first authors to be published will includs Timgusa
Celany and Andre Tagorsll.
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¥RIC BENTCLIFFB, together with his co-editor TERRY JEEVES, was
Teaponsible for three excellsnt issues of VECTOR. BHe bhas been
a readar of Science Fistion for many years and, with Terry, im
also editor af TRYIODE, a well-inown ‘fansine* which baa  boen
in eirovietion for some yoers now, Ne how writes about some -
thing which ham boen & sdre point with many pecpls for quite a

RIS ECTION

by Erlo Bsntchffe
x
I'm niak ta death of 'Pg.m-!‘iatinn' ess fiction that purports
to ba scionece~fiction, and then turne out to be nothing more than some
thinly=-voiled message of what Psionics Con Do For Ue.

I've read istounding Soidnce Pictian for sama fiftesn yuars nov, abemt,
and eb tha proud pomsasacr of a dcwpleta £ils of the magezine frem 19-
38 up to date, se I think I'm talking fron @ reasonahls poaition, I've
also had tha utmoet admiration for John W, Campbell, Jr. ma en editor,
until resently, but I think the stege has bean roached whare I cannot
allow his former pre—aninenca ea an oditor to cbacure the fact that ha
is repidly ruining A.S.F. Yor ms, at least,

It all atarted vith Dianctica and Scientology, but we!ll draw a
perciful veil ovor these oxamplea of codology, and aotwentrate on the
prassnt bone of contention., Psfonica, Mudarstand this, I'm not atteck-
ing psionite as a ‘scionce’, There may be sorething in it, although,
pergonally, I considar it to be a mora re-laballing of tho Psi Powers.
1 em concorned with the fact that peionies ie ruining the majority of
science=fiction in my favourite a-f magazine,

I'q bawo no cause to complein if tho dissenimtion of tha palo-
nia gospal uns ¢onfinad to the aoceastonn) article or editorial, Thess
I could quite casily ignoro, Tt'a the ’teinting’ of the fiction that
bothers me. Once upon & time, the s-f in Astounding could be praised,
bocauge the science in the mtories was logically extrapolated from the
preseni-doy fact or theory (Cartainly, the stories weren't so well
written, but the mejority were) ind, the few casnvs whore thia wma
not the cape ., where an inaginative fliar uns taken by the author ..
ons could geparslly follow tha ewthor's proalse,vhich hed to ba tagio=
ally logical, to satisfy J.W.C, Jr.
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Today, howevar, things have cbangmd .. end vory much for the
worse, in oy not-so~inmhls opiniom, Ro longsr 4o we find tbhe stories
logically worked oarts Tha 'solonoe={iotion’ of yusterday bas bacome
the paw 'paions-fiction's, Instand of our hero devsloping a nev varp
driva fron baliewveble prenises, hs marely rubs two wntsr-diviners to-
gathar and comes up with e palonic pupar-drive. Pohew §

I don’t blame the nuthors for thin state of affairs, Naturelly,
if they know that John W, Gampboll, Jr,, wmnte stories with a palonias
motif, then that's vhat they'll write. They're in the buainoss to carn
money, after all.

Bo, I'm afrsid that JWC,, must bear the full responsibdlity for
tha current atate of affairs,

I'm at a loss tp ynderatand why ha sboyld allow hie habbyhorses
to course dnto his stories. There have bwen planty of exawples in tha
aofenco=fiction field to ahow that this doeae not pay.

The most cutstanding one uma Bay Palmar,and hie fascisation for
tha ‘Shavar Myatery',and tho Flytng Saucor Cult, Whan these tac itoms
first etarted, in article format, thoy were quito intaresting, and in
thair rightiul place. But onco they seaped through into tho fiction,
in, respactively,'iMLZING STORIES' and *OTEER WORLDS', thoss magenines
alipped bad2y,after the initiel izpotus of the over-interost had gone
Their vamas are atill a bad offiuvium in the moetrila of a-f readere,
as a rosult of over-indulgenca in oma thame.

John W, Campball is a man of congidarable intelligenca, Surely
he must realise, thc quickeat wvay way to do a thing to daath ia to
over-plug it 7 Pslonics in crticle format (where It holonge) ia all
right {if you 1ike that sort of thing !) But whan pajonica begins to
doninnte tho stories, that'e abctbar thing. One begins to shuddar ae
each atory, storted oegerly, cnds in a denounemont of yoi enother big
triumnh for paionica,

Ray Palmar bad o roasonably goovd axcuee for the *Shaver Mystory®
and for hia hasty leep on to tho bandwnggon of Flying Saucers. Ho wea
building up salas. I doubt whothar J.W.C. sorioualy bollaves that pai-
onica ip aiding him and dstounding Sciencs Fiction to a sinilar end,
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Sinco tho circulation of hia eagazine 1s e closaly guarded socret, I'd
heaitate to hazapd e coheluglon in thiam wespoct, Howsvor, one thing I
am cortain of. If the fiction in Antounding contimisa to be psions-
Ciction, tho mogrzine fs going to lose a greeat oany of ita old-time
readers, those psople who prefer sciafice~fiotion,

I thigk 1111 stert a camprign far more scignco-fictian in
scionce~Tiction o

»+« Eric Boatcliffo,

For an sxaapla of the opposmition point of view, read the 170m
Concord* lottor, an pago 31 of thia iemus,

Incidentally, vhile we're oo the subject of 'laotters', snd with
refaronae ta 8id Birchby'e rathor poavish commgnts, may wve say, right
hore, that there ifen't going to be & 'latters’ column ?

Not, that g, wiless some of you talm tha time end trovubla to
writs somo lottors | If ws dor't got ‘om, wo osn't priat ‘am ! So..
if you're at 11 interestod, lot's hoar from you. Brickbats, bouquets
bloasings or blastings, you pick thea for yoursolf.

Criticiso, proferably coustructive. Hints. Suggestions (eo long
es they are printabls) Jokes, oven (soo previowa limitation) We don't
enro uhat, 6o lnng as we can read it, and otherd might want to.

What wvo can't atapd 1e tho long, loud silence ! Thie is, ofter
all, Your journal, May wo expect to hear from you ?
«+s Tho Bditors.
TIf things pgo aceording to plan, you should bave thie lesna in

time for IMAS. In tho middle of giving and recoiving gifts, why not
80 youraclf a favour that will last all next yeer

RENEW YOUR __ SOBSCRYPTION ... NOW !
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By Mike Moorcock
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However, I bave triud to look at it from = pom-partisan angls,
and I e¢ill wind up deing very fevourably impressed by tho wholo
production,

IC HERO (I sumpoot that The Boast bit was edded to tha title

in ordar to drow the 'horror' film mudiencee) is n Boamian wide-aorean,
Toohai ~ oopa, sorry -~ SgyColour production. It baa a 'U' cartificate,
Zor some raeson, and runs for sbout two bours., I sey 'For soms roason’
besswws this filo hasm more ‘borror! im it thean a great pumbey of filme
whioh ary labelled =zs suoh., Howuver, tho bloodthirety bits are truntad
in euch a woy that it is al) part of the fim, Fot that this film is to
vs takon 11ghtly, by any meanap 4t tuet heve beon a2 difficult ta make
as Lo Mort d’irthur (or more aptly Lo Chanson dv Roland).

It'a ap epio filp sdout an epic subject and the offectas howe basn
oxeellontly dong, Hoxre's = list of what'sm in store for you if you go
to soo 1t (a» 1 write, it's appearing st the Contincntel Cinams, Totie—
pham Court Road, London): A ghoot, ¢ magie aword, n super=hkoro of
super atrongth, a dad goblin who ie kmown os tho Whimtling Robher {when
ba whistled ho creates a kind of whirl-wind which swoaps swvarything and
overyone willy-nilly over tho set). nleo there 1e a glant eusuch
(omissary of the Villain of thy Plece, Tear Kalin, Tear of the Tugors -
Tirtara to us). There ie s nagic tablo-cioth which gives ite owmer
aything he ngeda to at, Tear Kalin's thzone ~ o huge round ehiold
aupportcd by ewoating extras - the momstrons pile of gold whioh Ealin
otnote fram Kiov via his dishonest followors {1t recobus =bout fivg
bundred fuot bigh and the Wickod Twor sits on top chuokling avarieioumly))
thu fantasti¢ pyramld of 1iving badivs which mwcsurcs tho #ams hoight cnd
is cowpowod vatirely of tho Tecr's mun pliipg thumsclvus on top of one
anotber 80 thot the Taar oan ride up tbeir baake o got to the top and
soe Kiev {wdich he plons to #ack) and las$, but not by any means leost,
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tho osher title rolo - The Buaat. ALotunlly o threo-bondod drogon which
broatha unssatextnbly onlistio fire and emoko.

Somc 1iat, oh 7 And thot's pmot all, by any wwane., Thoro aro
parta of the pieturc whioh, du. to tho tranwlatiom, it's sub-titled.
aro unintentionally funny, For instancey Ilyor in the apuning of tho
film ia paralysod, be ie ocurud by somu pameing wieo men whu give him
sv0e Lion Cress cnd oihor borbe, Hu doeidos tu go and hulp bie mother
end fethur in the somywhat arid pesturee which thuy aro busily tilling.

ort hu guus and bugine lifting gruat treu~trunke vut of the ground
by thuir rcote, huge boulders he 1iftm above his buad and hurle into the
Vulga bolow. 4 pelghbuvor, stending bueide Ilyar's parunts, looks at
Ilyar uncomotrnudly and turms to tho paranta. "I e«e your son hos
rocoverod...” ho mumbleve bufore be resumsas pluughing.

Tho typically Britieh understatemunt if ovur thuru wWim ohe.

The thing whioh impreeeod me was the terrific national prida
thuao Russiane seum to bave, Every chance svury choracter gete
(opart frop Tear Kalin end him boye, of ocourau) thay gu off into
rhapeodioa zobout Erryrrrusaia, Bothur Rrrrrrrusie {(er Rusa, if you're
@ purist). Dowen't d¢tract from thy rest of 1%, mind you, A4loo
tha Powore That Bo in tha Soviut bave allowed avme religious ulumwnts
into the pic¢iure, Conmidoring the Princu Vladimir who is Bose of
Kiov in the picture sza lcter cannoniswd end is now Russia’s onticnal
acint, I think those eowme PTH oconeid.rud thia permiseiblo,

1 oould wind up by eaying that thia film is cn opia to and alld
oploa. In fpet, I've said 4t, and that atetement gooa. It'a o
fontoay adventurs ta ploese everyons who unjoyod UNKNOWN (nnd whe
didn't ?) ond the bettlo-eounva and tho oenera ehote aro magnificent.
It's a wull-dirootcd ploture with some vory imaginetive pruduction
and tha baet opioction I've ovur comw across. I dunbt whather anyono
irn Engloand or the U.S.i. would dixro moko nnytbing like 1t. Louvk
what The Morte é'irthur beoang - 'Knighte of thu Hound Teble® atarring
Bebert Taylorg

It's uot oy polisy to give eynopaes of films, I domr’t conaider
this roviewing anything, su I'1l just say that I can thor.ughly
recommond EPIC HEHO. If you gu tu sev ity you wun't bu disoppuinted,

x x x
FiNTASY «ND SCIMNCE FICTION - Now Britieh Ldition. Heview of Na, 1.

Thia, 1n offeot, ia The Bost of P & SF in a 2,/- oditd )

= wh. - glunning
from neny beok numbure uf the sAmwriezn editivn — with o supurb l‘i‘na-un
including Poul indotack, Fritz Leibor, ilfred Buster and Ry Bradbury.

The publishora, cpparently, intond to tnko their
- pick frow the USi
FESER booklug and then, after they've cought up a bit, atart roprinting
“ogplete iesucs., Thie, I think, is a very good jdoa. Why rocormond it,
FESP recommonde itself. Buy 1t - it's well-worth two bob.,
hike koorcack.
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- 2 1 Jors

Many thanks for Veotor lWo S, vich errived e sbort while back. The
cover and artwork are exoclleat,and 1C'as a pity that the duping side had to
let you dowti. Let's hope you bave that lickad by next lssus, ond that you
find an editor, I'm afraid I can't tako tbe job, aa I'm nov tied to Erg and
Triods, and tbe Sacretaryghip ¢f tha Ehyf{iald Tape Society.

You had a nice variety of maverisl in No 5, but my favourite wvas "S-
F. for Junlor’ with its nostolgle of voyhood reading ... but vhat ahout the
'Bullmaya!, & blue-paper printed 'two-penn,-blood', which bad at laaat ons
fantastic story in each igsue 7 #nd the Boy's Magazine which oftan ran S-F
stories ? Secord fa~ourite wns Bob Richardson's !'Confab?

1 enjoyed aty tos other sectloms, too, Mut, on the other hand, Eam
Bulmor did aske OME remevk “hat I cen't allow to pase without commant, Pagw
36 *jpert from the bad tiaing, Faster 1s not & good time for a CON .." Now
who says @o ? Fen Pulmer. chvicusly, but ae bs usually toddlee off to Ire—
land to poe Williy &t Fagter, how doems he ¥mow 7 Prosuwably ho means it is
a bad time for Xen Luimur, and should be changed., Muoch ea I 1ike Xen, I do
pot agree that Baster is o bad time. For practical purposes thero are two
COH timos in a year ... Whi? and Esater, Tor 90§ of fandos, How Year and
Inas are out, and getting fen %o takd time cut from smummer holidays to give
to S.F. 1s impossible .. mo witnaes tha CON-Vac schama,

In a streight oholoe between Easter and Whit, Baster has it, avery
tima, Tho idea of changing to Whit has deon raised st noarly overy Eaetor-
Con, and by the meme little group, Bach time, tho idea haa beon defeated,
and Eapter given the majority vote. It happaned at Brum. Paster was voted
but when the news wvas published, tha data had boen changad back to Whit,It
is nov baok to Baster again, after much

T don't know sll the reasons for people praferring Easter, but there
16 ome obwious one, Most people {mot all) got Friday and Monday off, plus
tbhe regular Saturday. Thie gives a full wookend to tha festivities, na come
pered wvith the Saturday start of Whit, Whatever tha other reasons may ba,
it 1o sbundantly cloar that Baster is favourito,SO WHY THIS MOVE TO CHANGE ?

Gueas that'a it for now, Mikm. Hopo you find o naw editor for Vector,

Best vishue ... Terry Jesves,

Dear Sandmm,

It says hare,all correspondonce about VYoctor to ba pddvessed to you.
NHot without mipgivings, thon, I am sending you e fev limes mbout V.5, which
any be useful for a future letter—column. Tho miagivinga ariso from doubt
that thare over will, 4n fast, be ¢ future lotter—column, with the general
alr of 'Avoldism' thet seams to bang over tho B.S.F.A. end ospeciglly this
chore of turning out an 0/0,

Ba Y ar it maFy, V.5, ia tha bost imswe yot of a sadly soggy jour
nal, and the zover, by J. Cewthorn, iz worthy of colour. Do you happen to
know Aif ho does any colour work ? If not, he shouid.

Weir'e 'Fila 13}' displays unplossant hints of Gallupiam, up with
which I will not put. I refar to his testy attitude to thosa mambers of the
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BuS.F.4. who choss not to diaclese their hobbies when applying for member-
ship., May I say, as one of those dus for wrist-slepping, I choso very de-
liborately not to comply with this sinpularly fugg-headed request, which
servea no purpose, and is ncbody's businses but mine, Not that I bave eny
hobbies tc be ashamad of, save SP | But these deys, I try to ignore poll-
atars vhenowver possible, and I found 14 wery easy in this cass.

How cherming to road among the list of new mombera tho name of e Mr
Villie of Belfast. I bava often woadered if there ware any fane in Horth-
orn Ireland, and it's nica to find the B.S.F.j. diacovering them, et last.

This lstter is more than long enmough, Regerds ., Sid Birchby.

Editor .. Vector,

‘Pei! 1 in tha air just now, with eome ‘againsgt!, some 'for'. is
it happans, the 'mnti! faotion hae had all the voice, eo far., ind what is
it all about ? Ieaving out ths mare dovious argunonts, which are sheerly
"smokm-acrean! (I can't bolfeve that go many could gat 90 worksd up about
vhathar o certain mag solls well or not, or by being bored by a 'gimpiok!
Aftar all, 'alicns' hsvo bosen a gismiek for more than thirty years, and no
ons orles about them !) supposa w got down to the baaics of this thing,

Down tharu ie the root quostion .,."ls "psi' saienco 7%  ind that
question, as it stands, is nonsanse., Thosa who delude thomsalves into be=
lieving that they ara aeking it should think again, When 'phlogiston' was
ocmrontly 'in', Hoat-energy' was nonsonse; sub-atomlo particlea wore, once
incredible; rockets and epace—flight uped to be wildly ridiculcua, as was
faster-than-sound flight .. or hypnoeis (road ebout Meewor, sometime 1)

But 'psi' phenomena don't fit with current sciontific thaory, you
may say., Trus. Beither did Dnrwin's thoory. Nor, currently, docs the bin-
ding enargy in the atonio mnoleus., So ? The plmnat Meroury doesn't act
sacording to Newton's laws. So T

Good SF, as we should all recall, with faint pride, has alwnys besn
a fow (bundrad) yoars in fromt of orthodox scionce. MHow, large creans of
orthodox scionce sre moving in on ‘pai’,comvincsd that there 1s something
thore, Some of their trial experimants are raniniecent of old 'S.F.' stuff.
This has bappored bofore, 8.F. has often set the pattorn for spaculetionm,

So what are you afrnid of, now 7 Is it that soon sumoons will make
s major breakthrough on ‘pai', and then the !forces of ovil' will be loos-
od on ths world ? Think of flamogerdo, of Airushima, of the crecping rot—
ting death froa radio-actiwe fallout ! Can your ‘'forces of evil! top that
prospact ?

Not that I'm holding n briof for 'pai’ storiss ed 1ib, But well-
written, intelligent atorios, no matter what ‘new! diacoveries they use,
yoa plesse ! And thosa of you who weep bacause a cortain (ecientifically
trainod) editor choosse to run his own (interesting) experimsnts with 'pai!
sbhould look ngain. Your miperaitions mro showing,

Cordinlly «« Don Concord.
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STOP PR&SS
The winver of the Trana-Atlantic Fand Pund ia
DO PORD
Walcome to Britein, Don!
The Guest of Hon.ur st tha Mational 5.F. Convention 1is
K.J. CARNBLL
kditor of "New Yoylds®,"Sciance Fantasy" and

"Seience Fiction Adventures"

Insurence
e
Any wember who will/coming to tbe Convention with

valuable equipbent is adviaed thet the Comvention Commitbdes
is teking out an insuranos policy againet lops. Anyona who
wishea t0 bave bie or her equipment included in this poliey
ahould write to our agent Lr. Joln hewman, 30 Buletrods Road,
Bounsalow, Lhiddlosax, listing the serial number end value of
any camera, typewrliter, duplioator, or any other valuable and
#ttractive item. The Committes will not be held responsible
for any 1tup that the wvmbur kad taklod to protect.

Will fan mugazine aditors plamss oopy?
fedee mmmammmame
A& Rowoletter will be iseuwd in & few dsys giving detaila

of the Convention, incInding hookings and bore to writs for
wesherahiip carda, epa.



